September 25, 1937

the event of death. But Mr. Altounyan, inverting the normal
poetic process, vulgarizes what it is necessary for him to
exalt by reducing a potentially rare emotion to its vaguest
and most artificial synonyms. The result is more epitaph
than poem; its rhetoric, its celebration, its references com-
memorate a static occasion when they should commemorate
an experience. CHRISTOPHER LAZARE

CLAUDE By Genevieve Fauconnier. Translated by Lauren
Ford. The Macmullan Company. $2.50.

There used to be a critical chiché to the effect that everyone
is capable of at least one first-rate novel, though unfortunately
only one in many mullions seems to have the talent to write
it. Mme Fauconnier’s “Claude” is the novel that, theoretically,
every woman ought to be able to write but actually only one
woman in all France could write. If it 1s not a great work
of art, it is at any rate the product of a private dream, and
not the contrived story of a professional. The style, per-
ceptively rendered by Lauren Ford, is impressionistic. Patches
of revelatory color exhibit and 1llumine the scenes as in a
painting by Monet. The effect is kaleidoscopic. Here are the
fragments—episodes, or landscapes, or gestures—recollected
from the life of 2 woman reared (n the French countryside,
who marries and bears children and works by her husband’s
side and keeps her private memories. Her life is interrupted
by the war and saddened by the last stirring of certan sup-
pressed impulses of childhood and girlhood toward a “great
cause, a noble love.” But day by day she hurries over into the
years, while she and her husband mature together—"as if
leaning upon each other, yoked together—and digging the
same furrow.” MICHAEL SAYERS

DOWN EAST. By Lewis Pendleton. Harcourt, Brace and
Company. $2.

Mr. Pendleton has hit upon the agreeable device of invent-
ing two men of Maine who write letters to the Gooseport
Weekly about the exploits of their respective grandfathers,
Captain Isaac Drinkwater and Jedediah Peabody, and in the
couse of doing so became competitors at the tall tale, not to
say enemtes of each other. The novelty of the book is its dry
style, proper of course to the region but refreshing as well
because the tall tale by and large does not come dry Of
late 1t has been coming with a tiresome and self-conscious
juiciness, so that the thin, pickled malice of these old fellows
ts by contrast most effective. Their invention too is more
gorgeous than a careless reader would ever know, for in the
coolest of voices they tell the hottest of lies, and in the briefest
imaginable space. “Down East” may very well become a
classic 1n 1ts kind. MARK VAN DOREN

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY ISSUES. By Charles R.
Whittlesey. McGraw-Hill Book Company. $2.50.

Writing from Princeton, home of Dr. Kemmerer, the leading
American exponent of the gold standard, Dr. Whittlesey has
brilliantly presented the case against gold. He denies that a
fixed standard of exchange is as important 1n international
economic relattons as it ts ordinarnily asserted to be, and argues
that world trade, foreign investments, and economic stability
can be attained more satisfactorily under a free system of ex-
changes than under the gold standard. In justification of this
somewhat unorthodox position he points out that international
economic development cannot be achieved as long as the
domestic economy is throttled by an inflexible monetary stand-
atd. Nationalistic trade policies are held to be not the result
of competitive currency depreciation but a reflection of unwise

329

"U.S.S.R. 20™ = vereany

NOVEMBER 7th CELEBRATION
See SOVIET RUSSIA—this year o ali yvars—a memorable tour under the
experienced guldance of J N Golos, manager ot World Tourists Ine Visiting
London Copenhagen, Helsingfors, Leningrad, Moscow, Kharkov,
Yalta Odessa, Kiev and Paris. up

WORLD TOURISTS, Inc. 175 s AVE. N V. C.
]

Seminary College of Jewish Studies

through the Israel Friedlaender Classes r

offers courses to aclults In

HEBREW LANGUAGE and LITERATURE . JEWISH HISTORY
RELIGION ¢ CONTEMPORANEOUS JEWISH LIFE * eto.

Also Profcssional Tramning
FOR TEACHING IN SUNDAY SCHOOLS OR FOR CLUB WORK
“Alertness” Credit for Public School Teachers
For further imformation apply to
ISRAEL FRIEDLAENDER CLASSES

Northeast Corner Broadway and 122nd Sireet, New York City I

Telephone MOnument 2-7500

WORKERS SCHOOL

Fall Term Regstration

Spanish

Lator Histery

Current Events

China and the Far East in World Affairs
Psycholugy

COTRSES IN
Sc1ence snd Dislectica
Econorics
Dialectira]l Materializam
Marvism-Leninism
Literature Labor Journalism
Ame 1can fistory Rueglan and many other courses

For Deseriptive Catalogue D write to the School Office, 35 E 12th St, N. ¥ ©.

FR EE Correspondence Course wn

Fundamental Economics and Social Philosophy
Write for descmptive bookler N

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

Chartered by University of State of New York
JOHN DEWEY, Honorary President
211 West 79th St.. New York Citv

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER — 12 issues of the

Manchester Guardian Weekly for g

To form sound judgments on the crucial events in Europe and
China, you require complete unbiased news from abroad and candid
interpretations prepared by the best minds 1in England

For more than a century, The Manchester Guardian has been recog-
nized as Europe’s leading liberal paper It presents to well-informed
English speaking people who live outside of England the complete
news of public affairs plus interpretation from the critical, liberal
point of view. As the weekly edition of the Manchester Guardian
Duaily, 1t offers, too, the most interesting of the special articles which
have appeared in the Darly on a great varnety of events—political,
hustorical, economic, religious, literary, dramatic and scientific.

In actual square inches devoted to editorial matter, each issue
measkures the equvalent of 66 pages of the ordinary American news
weekly

Hundreds of Nation readers find The Manchester Guardian Weekly
indispensable We think that you will, too, f you take advantage of
our offer of twelve weeks for one dollar—less than 9c a copy
including postage from Manchester, England, to your home,

Mail the order form at once!

THE MANCHESTER
GUARDIAN WEEKLY,
222 West 42nd Street,
New York Ciuity

1 enclose a dol'ar for your
12 weeks’ trial off:r of
THE MANCHESTER
GUARDIAN WEEKLY.

9-25-37

When wrting to advertisers please mentiom The Nation



